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Appendix

• College & Career Readiness: ACT composite and subject-specific pros, cons

• IL student performance on ACT

• IL university ACT average percentile scores

• HS to College Success Report estimated coverage

• IL teacher ACT  score coverage

• Example report cards – Chicago, Dallas, Seattle, NYC, LAUSD, South Carolina
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Recommend reporting college & career readiness via ACT 

composite score, not subject scores after weighing pros, cons

Assess college and career readiness 

according to performance against an ACT 

composite benchmark (e.g. 20 or 21)

• Simple to understand by parents, other audience

• Allows for students to highlight strengths

– e.g. someone intending to be a Math major 

may still do well in college despite weak 

ACT English score

• No research consensus regarding composite 

college & career readiness benchmark

– IL would have to 'make a call' and assess 

over time via longitudinal data

• Belief that most colleges assess ACT scores by 

subject, not composite

Assess college and career readiness 

according to performance against ACT's

subject specific benchmarks1

• Benchmarks supported by ACT research, 

longitudinal data

• Belief that most colleges assess ACT scores by 

subject

• More complex for parents, other audience to 

absorb on report card one-pager

• Some question validity of ACT benchmarks

– Writing perceived too low – most scoring18 

would be enrolled in remedial courses and 

such students not included in study

– Science perceived too high – S. Cordogan 

claims only science majors taking Biology 

sampled for science test

1. ACT's college and career readiness benchmarks are as follows: English= 18, Reading = 21, Math = 22, Science = 24.

Pros

Cons
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Composite ACT performance: 51% of students scored ≥ 20, 

44% scored ≥ 21
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IL student performance on ACT subject-specific exams
Highlighting performance vs. ACT's subject-specific college & career readiness benchmarks

1. ACT College & Career Readiness benchmark 
Note: ACT College & Career Readiness subject-specific benchmark. Reading = 21, Math = 22, English = 18, Science = 24

Reading ACT: 42% of students scored ≥ 211 Math ACT: 38% of students scored ≥ 221
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Science ACT: 24% of students scored ≥ 241 English ACT: 60% of students scored ≥ 181
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20 ACT appears sufficient for admission to most IL universities
Based on average of 25th percentile ACT scores, % of universities with 25th percentile score ≤ 20

Average of composite 25th percentile scores is 

20.1 across IL public and private universities

And, nearly 75% of IL public and private 

universities have 25th percentile ACT scores ≤ 20

However, potential concerns about setting a benchmark at 

the 25th percentile

Note: Only 25th and 75th percentiles reported by universities  to IPEDS.
Source: Fall 2010 IPEDS (provided by IBHE); includes 11 public universities and 36 private universities
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Teacher ACT score coverage varies widely across schools
1/3 of schools have access to teacher ACT scores for at least 60% of their teachers
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1. ACT matches teacher identifiers provided by ISBE to their ACT score database; scores are not available (i.e. no match occurred) either because a teacher didn't take the ACT or there was a 
match error due to missing records, typos, name changes from marriage, missed bubbles on ACT forms, etc. 2. Majority of schools have small number of teachers.
Source: IERC ITAC Data (ACT, 2006).

≥70% with scores : 17% of schools

≥60% with ACT scores : 33% of schools

≥40% of teachers with ACT scores : 80% of schools

≥50% of teachers  with ACT scores : 60% of schools
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HS to College Success Report estimated to include 30-40% 

of IL HS graduates who attend post-secondary institutions

1. Includes for-profit and not-for-profit institutions. 2. Scenario 1 is based on split between full-time and part-time students in IL community colleges and public 4-yr+  institutions, not just first-
time students  (community colleges: 39% full-time and 61% part-time; 4-yr+: 87% full-time and 13% part-time). Scenario  2 is a sensitivity that reduces the part-time  percentage by 50% 
(community colleges:  70% full-time and 30% part-time; 4-yr +: 94% full-time and 6% part-time).
Source: Includes Fall 2010 First-time degree/certificate-seeking undergraduate students who graduated from high school in the past 12 months who were considered IL resident at time of entry 
at degree-granting institutions of at least two years; includes all institutions of at least two-years that reported data to the Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System (IPEDS).

Institution type

IL first-time degree/ certificate-seeking 

undergrads

Scenario 12

(full-time / part-time split)

Scenario 22

(full-time / part-time split)

# % # %

IL Community College 24,748 27% 24,748 27%

Full-time IL community college 9,693 11% 17,221 19%

Part-time IL community college 15,055 17% 7,527 8%

IL Public 4-yr+ college 21,887 24% 21,887 24%

Full-time IL public 4-yr+ 19,131 21% 20,509 23%

Part-time IL public 4-yr+ 2,756 3% 1,378 2%

IL Private Colleges1 26,569 29% 26,569 29%

Out-of-state institutions 17,249 19% 17,249 19%

Total 90,453 90,453

% of IL HS graduates who attend post-

secondary institutions included in report
32% 42%

Report will 

include first-

time, full-time 

students at 

IL public 2 

and 4 yr 

institutions 
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Chicago (prior version)
Includes score, CPS rank, and trends & benchmarks
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Dallas
Includes 3-year trend with arrows to communicate increases or decreases and 2010 goal and rank
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Seattle
Bar charts highlight 3-year trend for school and district average
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NYC (1 of 2)
Front page provides overall performance and peer school explanation
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NYC (2 of 2)
One-pager includes school performance and comparisons to peer and city horizon
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Los Angeles (1 of 2)
Use of varied displays (data points, graphs), 2 year trends, and district average
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Los Angeles (2 of 2)
Parent survey, demographic information primarily snapshots; performance often 2 year trends
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South Carolina (1 of 2)
Compares school performance to 'high schools with students like ours' and NAEP scores to nation
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South Carolina (2 of 2)
'Environment' metrics include school percentage, change from last year, peers, median high school


